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Camp Koinonia 

At this time of year, I am always reminded of the importance of giving. As God gave the 
world His son, and Jesus then shared His love, we are all called to give. Giving was the 
focal point of the teachings of Jesus. This time of year has everyone in a more caring and 
sharing mood normally, and this is a wonderful thing. While certainly there has been a 
focus on materialism as time has gone on, people's hearts are still in the right place.  
 
The gifts we give, whether physical items or time spent with loved ones are demonstrations of love and care. It is a won-
derful thing to look all around the world and see people of many faiths and all ages gather round and celebrate the act 
of giving during this season started by Jesus. 
 
While Christmas is a great time to be reminded of the generosity people are capable of, I am also led to think of Camp. 
Camp Koinonia runs on generosity and love. Through staff, volunteers and campers, Koinonia has been cared for by 
several generations of people. Whether it’s putting a new roof on the craft lodge, cutting the grass, cooking meals, lead-
ing prayers or washing dishes, people commit their love and energy to Camp. The care at Koinonia can be felt at all 
times. It is truly encouraging to me to see the spirit of giving that started with Jesus being carried on 2000 years later at 
Camp Koinonia.   
 
It has been a busy year for Koinonia. Family camps were well attended, youth camps were vibrant and fun, and we had 
new partnerships join us this year. You may have noticed the ability to register online in the past year, which was a big 
update for camp. There was a new roof put on the craft lodge and new siding  put up in the dining hall. There are 
many more examples of energy and work being applied to improve Camp. As the Holy Spirit works within us to renew 
and improve us, it is nice to see that extended to Camp as well. 
 
For everyone that contributed to Camp this year, in any way, thank you. Without your pat-
ronage, volunteering, labour and love, Koinonia would not be the community it is.  
 

Have a very merry Christmas and share that feeing 
with as many as you can.  
 
God Bless, 
Geoffrey Ryeland 
Koinonia Board President and Chair 
 
 
(Photo on left- 
Human Foosball game at Family Camp) 
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A ‘blast from the past’ came to mind last week while preparing for a Café Church in Toronto. 
Perhaps it rings a bell? ‘ 

 
“In the stars His handiwork I see, 

On the wind He speaks with majesty, 
Though He ruleth over land and sea, - what is that to me? 

I will celebrate Nativity for it has a place in history 
Sure he came to set his people free, - what is that to me? 

Til by faith I met him face to face 
And I felt the wonder of his grace 

Then I knew that he was more than just a God who didn’t care 
Who lived a way up there and 

Now he walks beside me day by day 
Every watching over me lest I stray 

                        Helping me to find the narrow way 
                                He’s everything to me.” 
 
Last summer, Camp welcomed a good number of folks who had a general understanding 
of God, - the God who “rules over land and sea”. Undoubtedly Camp welcomed people, 
young and old, who sincerely appreciate Christmas, as it “has it’s place in history”.   
 
But with that welcome came the joy to speak into the lives of campers in a wide variety of 
common ways, be it around the meal tables, the waterfront activities, the morning teach-
ing sessions, the amazing games each evening, and in  moments around the Lord’s table. 
 

Our very name springs from 1 John 1, in the context of these 
verses: “We are telling you about what we ourselves have 
actually seen and heard, so that you may share the fellowship 
(koinonia) and the joys we have with the Father and with 
Jesus Christ his Son. And if you do as I say in this letter, 
then you too will be full of joy, and so will we.” 
 
And what joy we share when seekers become finders, when 
outsiders become insiders, when wanderers become lost in 
wonder, love and praise – when boys and girls, men and 
women are able to say “Til by faith I met Him face to face 
and I felt the wonder of His grace… He’s everything to me.”  
 
So why do we rejoice this Christmas? Certainly for such ex-
periences and encounters at Camp Koinonia this summer. 
And what is our Christmas wish? To have the ever increasing 
joy of welcoming many more campers in 2016, not only to 

experience Camp but to also encounter Christ. May next summer overflow with brand 
new brothers and sisters who will join us in proclaiming “He’s everything to me.” Amen?  

WHAT IS THAT TO ME?    
By Bruce Smith 
(Bruce is on our Board of Directors and a Family Camp Speaker) 

“And what joy we 
share when seekers 
become finders, when 
outsiders become in-
siders, when wander-
ers become lost in 
wonder, love and 
praise.” 

(Photo above- 
Women’s Weekend) 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

 
 
 
 
.  
 
 
 

It is a joy to have the opportunity to address the Koinonia community again and I want 
to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. This past year has been a solid 
year for Camp Koinonia in many ways.  The calendar blessed us with an extra week in 
the summer and God blessed us with 10 weeks of programming. I was glad that we were 
able to run four weeks of family camps last summer and I am pleased to announce that 
we will be running four weeks again in 2016.  Our Staff Training Camp, Kids Kamp and 
Youth Camp were all successful and we saw excellent growth with our partnership 
groups. These groups consisted of Chipnee Trails Camp for Girls, Seeds of Hope Day 
Camp Residential Week and St. Joseph’s Ukrainian Orthodox Youth Camp.  These 
camps were well attended and our staff enjoyed working with them to fulfill both our 
missions.  We are looking  to find a partner group to join us during the second to last 
week of this coming summer, so please let me know if you are 
aware of a group that is looking for a home. We also had a great 
summer staff, led by Shayla MacDonald, who served our campers 
tirelessly.  We are truly blessed by our staff and volunteers and I 
am thankful for all the ways in which they serve and contribute to 
the Camp community.  I am looking forward to getting back up to 
camp to work with the returning staff and also the new staff that 
we will need. Our fall  season was also busy with various programs 
and partnership groups and I hope to see you at one of our fall 
camps this year! 
 
I am also pleased that we have continued to pay off our loans, the majority of which took 
place when we were forced to replace crumbling foundations on our precious Robinson 
Lodge.  I am hoping that we will soon have the ability to pay off the final portion of these 
loans so that we can start to focus on progressing forward on the many positive things 
that Camp would like to accomplish.  Thank you to everyone that has made contribu-
tions in the past few years to help this important ministry succeed and move forward! 
 
I also would like to say thank you to the Board of Directors who has prayed for and sup-
ported me these past nine months as I battled two bulged discs in my back.  I hope to 
never go through that again but I also have to look at the positives that grew out of a 
painful and difficult situation.  Sometimes, difficult situations teach us to be patient, to 
rely on others and to rely on God’s strength.  I am often reminded that Camp Koinonia 
carries on not because of our own strengths or merits, but by the grace, power and guid-
ance of God.  Lately I have been particularly aware of that belief. Many people rallied 
around to support Camp and help with the things I was not able to do, demonstrating 
how successful we can be when we all pull together .  
   
Reina and I were thankful to have the opportunity to take a break this fall, as we visited  
with some camp ministry friends in Costa Rica and visited the new school where I once 
taught for a year after graduating from Ontario Bible College.  How important it is to 
recharge your batteries so that you can carry on serving with a renewed vigour.   
 
Whatever you find yourself doing in the coming year, I hope that you will make Camp  
 
continued on page 4 
 

“I am often reminded 
that Camp Koinonia 
carries on, not be-
cause of our own 
strengths or merits 
but by the grace, pow-
er and guidance of 
God.“ 

Part of the Robinson Lodge 
flower garden. 



Koinonia Incorporated 
Box 29041 

Barrie, Ontario 
L4N 7W7 

Being on Summer Staff at Camp Koinonia will be one of the most amazing experiences of your life.  You will learn many 
new skills, meet new people, develop life long friendship and grow in 
ways you never imagined.  You will learn about a personal relation-
ship with God  on a daily basis and will be encouraged to grow in 
your faith.  If you are 14 years of age or older we encourage you to 
consider serving this summer as part of the Koinonia staff for one to 
eight weeks in a variety of possible positions.  We are looking for 
kitchen staff, dishwashers, childcare helpers, maintenance staff, water-
front staff and cabin leaders.  Put yourself in this picture in 2016 and 
have the time of your life!  Please give Andrew Barker a call at 416-
522-1949 or see our website at www.campkoinonia.ca for more info.  
Applications are downloadable from our website.  

CALLING ALL STAFF!! 

Phone: 416-522-1949 
Email: 

info@campkoinonia.ca 
 

Summer Address: 
117 Shoebottom Road 

Seguin, Ontario 
P2A 0B2 

705-746-7845 

Camp Koinonia 
Where you belong! 

www.camp

koinonia.ca 

CAMP KOINONIA SUMMER DATES 2016  
 
Staff Orientation  July 2–9 
Kids Kamp   July 10-16 
Youth Camp  July 17-23 
Family Camp #1  July 23-30 
Family Camp #2 July 30-August 6 
Family Camp #3 August 6-13 
Family Camp #4 August 13-20 
Partnership Group August 20-27 
Partnership Group August 27-September 3 

continued from page 3 (Christmas greetings from the Executive Director) 
 
Koinonia part of your plans; whether it is attending a work weekend, a summer camp, 
a fall weekend, or just a quick visit, we look forward to seeing you back again.  May 
God richly bless you as you serve our Lord wherever you are,  and may you draw closer 
in the year ahead. Merry Christmas! 
 
In Christ Jesus 
Andrew Barker   


